
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

National Vocation Awareness Week November 1-7 2020: 

 

National Vocation 

Awareness Week (NVAW) 

will be 

celebrated November 1-7, 

2020.  It is an annual week-

long celebration of the 

Catholic Church in the 

United States dedicated to 

promote vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated life through prayer and 

education, and to renew our prayers and support for those who are considering one of these 

particular vocations.   

 

Resources: 

 Holy Hours for Vocations 

 Recommmended Reading List for Discerners (PDF) 

 Vocation Discernment Tips (PDF) 

 Serra USA 

 National Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors 

 DiocesanPriest.com 

 Leadership Conference of Women Religious 

 Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious 

 National Religious Vocation Conference 

 

How Pursuing a Vocation is Filled with Joy (YouTube Video) 

 

What’s My Vocation (Father Mike Schmitz video – Ascension Press) 

 

Prayers for the Faithful: 

For young people in our community that they may respond generously with open hearts and 

willing spirits if the Lord calls them to the priesthood, diaconate, or consecrated life.  We pray to 

the Lord … 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
October 21, 2020 Edition 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/adoration/holy-hour-for-vocations.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/upload/Vocations-Recommend-Reading-Infographic_V3.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/upload/How-to-Discern-Your-Vocation-Infographic_v2.pdf
http://www.serrainternational.org/
http://www.ncdvd.org/
http://diocesanpriest.com/
https://lcwr.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CMSWR/
https://nrvc.net/274/publication/4171/article/18685-2019-national-vocation-awareness-week-nov-3-9
https://youtu.be/5d-fJnQOK8w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJz9PbakIzY


 

For men and women to be open to God’s call to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ as priests, 

deacons, or consecrated persons.  We pray to the Lord … 

 

More Prayers for Vocations in English & Spanish 

 

Prayer Card for Vocations (PDF) 

 

Bulletin Quote: 

“National Vocation Awareness Week will be celebrated in our country November 1-7, 2020.  

Please ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons and consecrated men and 

women.  May they be inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by our faith community, and respond 

generously to God’s gift of a vocation."  

 

Praying Like a Faithful Citizen – 9 New Ways to Pray: 
 

Our action as Faithful Citizens should flow from 

prayer.  When we pray, we experience God and we 

remember that He is in us and in all people, who are 

created in His image and have inherent dignity.  If 

we want to truly be faithful citizens, we must know 

how to come to God in prayer, experience God in 

ourselves and others, and listen to the ways God is 

calling us to respond. 

 

Nine new ways to pray 

 

Try out all of these ways to pray as a Faithful Citizen as well as other creative ideas you might 

think of. Then try the ones that work best for you again and again – make them a practice in your 

daily life so that you can be a just pray-er and a faithful citizen! 

 

The Newspaper Prayer:  Look through a print or online newspaper to find a news article about 

an issue mentioned in Faithful Citizenship.  Cut out (or print out) the article and bring it with you 

to a quiet place where you can pray.  Think about how human dignity is affected by the issue or 

situation.  Pray for God’s healing and transformation for all people impacted, lawmakers, and 

citizens like yourself.  Ask God how He is asking you to respond to this issue. 

 

Becoming a Character in the Parables:  Read slowly one of the following Gospel readings: 

John 5:1-15; Luke 8:40-56; Mark 1:40-45; or Mt. 20:29-34.  Then read it again, imagining that 

you are the character in the story with whom Jesus interacts.  Imagine how it would be to be in 

that character’s place.  How do you feel before you meet Jesus?  How do you feel physically 

(what do all five senses experience in that time and place?), emotionally, and spiritually?  What 

happens when you encounter Jesus?  What is that experience like?  Imagine every detail of the 

story.  Next, imagine the story again in your mind, but this time, substitute a modern-day person, 

for example, someone who is homeless or a person who is sick with cancer or AIDS but has no 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/prayers-for-vocations
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/upload/Prayer-for-Vocations-Card-2014.pdf


health insurance.  Let this exercise lead you into prayer for the real people who are suffering in 

the world.  Pray for justice and for realization of your role in making justice a reality. 

 

F.C. Journaling:  Read slowly the following quote from Faithful Citizenship and write in your 

prayer journal about what strikes you about the quote and how it relates to you personally.  Pray 

for understanding and the grace to respond to God’s call. 

9. The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character of society is a 

requirement of our faith.  It is a basic part of the mission we have received from Jesus 

Christ, who offers a vision of life revealed to us in Sacred Scripture and Tradition.  To 

echo the teaching of the Second Vatican Council: Christ, the Word made flesh, in 

showing us the Father’s love, also shows us what it truly means to be human 

(see Gaudium et Spes, no. 22).  Christ’s love for us lets us see our human dignity in full 

clarity and compels us to love our neighbors as he has loved us.  Christ, the Teacher, 

shows us what is true and good, that is, what is in accord with our human nature as free, 

intelligent beings created in God’s image and likeness and endowed by the Creator with 

dignity and rights as well as duties. 

 

10. What faith teaches about the dignity of the human person, about the sacredness of 

every human life, and about humanity's strengths and weaknesses helps us see more 

clearly the same truths that also come to us through the gift of human reason.  At the 

center of these truths is respect for the dignity of every person.  This is the core of 

Catholic moral and social teaching.  Because we are people of both faith and reason, it is 

appropriate and necessary for us to bring this essential truth about human life and 

dignity to the public square.  We are called to practice Christ's commandment to "love 

one another" (Jn 13:34).  We are also called to promote the well-being of all, to share 

our blessings with those most in need, to defend marriage, and to protect the lives and 

dignity of all, especially the weak, the vulnerable, the voiceless.  In his first encyclical 

letter, Deus Caritas Est, Pope Benedict XVI explained that "charity must animate the 

entire lives of the lay faithful and therefore also their political activity, lived as 'social 

charity'" (no. 29). 

 

A.C.T.S.:  This acronym stands for Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication.  

You can use the acronym to help you pray for issues you care about and for help in acting as a 

faithful citizen. 

Adoration: Praise God for His love for humanity, and for creating each human being with 

dignity.  Express wonder for life and beauty, and the basic goodness of human beings. 

 

Confession: Express your sorrow for an issue – a collective or social sin of humanity – 

that is facing the world today.  This could include poverty, abortion, environmental 

destruction, or another issue mentioned in Faithful Citizenship.  Take a moment to also 

recognize how you may have participated in the collective sin or issue, perhaps by your 

failure to do something about it. 

 

Thanksgiving: Thank God for His forgiveness and for maintaining hope in the world and 

in humans despite our failures.  Express thanks for the talents that God has given humans 

and the inspiration to use these talents to address issues like the one you have mentioned. 



 

Supplication: Supplication is another word for intercession, or asking.  Ask God to help 

bring about a positive solution to the issue you have identified – for an end to the social 

injustice.  Ask Him to help you see how you are called to be involved in addressing the 

issue. Invite the Spirit into your heart to inspire you. 

 

The Map Prayer:  On a map or globe, pick a country with which you are not very familiar.  

Visit the USCCB website or the Catholic Relief Services map page to read about issues that 

might be impacting those countries. Spend some quiet prayer time praying for the people in those 

countries. 

 

Just Listening:  For many of the holiest people in history, listening was a major part of their 

prayer.  To practice Just Listening, find a quiet place where you will not be disturbed for 10-15 

minutes.  Sit or kneel in a comfortable, upright position.  Take several deep breaths and be aware 

of the air coming in and out of your lungs and notice the quiet around you.  Ask God what He 

would like to tell you and the world about the social issues you are concerned about.  Try to 

sense God’s love and other feelings for you, your community and the world.  You may wish to 

sit in stillness, or you might try writing down what you think God might be saying to you and to 

your community/world. 

 

The Old Testament Prophets and You: In a quiet place where you will not be disturbed, read 

slowly one of the following readings from the Old Testament: Jer. 1:4-10 and 22:1-3; or Is. 58. 

In silence, prayerfully consider the following questions: What stands out to you about the 

reading?  What was God saying to his people through the prophet?  What might the reading 

mean for the world today?  Are you open to being a modern day prophet?  What message might 

God be calling you to proclaim?  Ask God to be with you and to guide you as you reflect on 

these questions.  Pray for the strength to respond to whatever God might be asking of you. 

 

The Prayer Box: Using a shoe box or another similarly-sized box, create your own personal 

prayer box.  You may choose to cover your box with paper or decorate it in some way, or you 

can simply leave it plain.  On small slips of paper, write issues about which you are concerned as 

a Faithful Citizen.  You might choose some issues from Faithful Citizenship (e.g. death penalty, 

euthanasia, war, etc.).  Put the papers inside the box.  During your prayer time each day, pick one 

or two slips of paper out of the box and pray for those impacted by injustices related to the 

issues, for policymakers, and for the ability to listen to how God might be calling you to respond. 

 

The Service Prayer: Seeing God in the poor and vulnerable can help move you to work for 

justice.  Make a special effort to arrange to spend time with a vulnerable population – for 

example, you could visit the elderly in a nursing home or serve food at a homeless shelter. 

Before you serve, ask God to be with you and to help you to recognize his presence in every 

person with whom you interact.  During your service, be especially attentive to God’s presence 

in each person you serve, and the dignity that is in each of them.  You might want to try saying a 

short prayer before you speak with different persons or serve food (for example, “God, be with 

this person who is made in your image”).  After your service time is over, go to a quiet place and 

think about the ways you saw God in each person.  Try to remember details about individuals 

https://www.crs.org/our-work-overseas/where-we-work


that you met.  Ask for God’s blessing on each and then ask God how he might be calling you to 

work to address the root causes of the challenges they face. 

 

Upcoming Webinars worth your time: 

 

RCL Benziger -  ZOOM in Abundance!  Building Vibrant 

Communities Online with Sister Donna Ciangio, O.P. on 

Thursday October 22 at 2:30 pm Central Time.  Are you 

wondering how to engage your students, families and adults 

remotely?   What are simple ways to create community while 

online? 

Key Concepts:   

 We can do this! 

 A great way to keep connected 

 A great gift for life-long learning 

 

Register here in advance for this webinar. 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

webinar. 

 

Sadlier Religion – Implementing the New Directory for Catechesis in Parishes with Deacon 

Matt Halbach, Ph.D. and Andrea Chavez-Kopp on Wednesday November 4 at 5:00 pm Central 

Time.  This webinar will help you think through what Directory for Catechesis means for you 

and your parish as they discuss: 

 What is “new” about this new Directory? 

 What are we already doing right? 

 Where can we improve/grow in our approach to catechesis? 

 How do we apply what is new in our programs? 

 What role does technology play in evangelization and catechesis? 

 

Use this link to register for the webinar.   

 

2020 Catholic Campaign for Human Development Collection Resources: 

 

"When you join with the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development, you are helping community development projects 

led by low income groups to make a difference in their 

communities,” says Bishop David P. Talley, chairman of the 

USCCB Subcommittee on the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development.  The CCHD works with community groups to find 

solutions to local problems, to create businesses, and to find 

ways to improve their lives. 

 

Resources to help you with your 2020 campaign: 

 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OABiXSJXTci9tylocIzWXg
https://go.sadlier.com/religion/implementing-new-directory-for-catechesis-parish-november-4-2020


Social Media Tool Kit 

Downloadable Word Doc                               English | Spanish 

 

PARISH MATERIALS 

Parish Resource Guide/ Self-mailer  Bilingual Resource Guide 

Bulletin Insert     English/Spanish 

Bulletin Announcements   English I Spanish 

Parish Appeal     English/Spanish 

Speaker's Guide    English | Spanish 

Prayer Card     English | Spanish 

 

 

DIOCESAN MATERIALS 

Sample Bishop's Letter   English l Spanish 

Diocesan Director Letter   Download Director Letter 

Communication Director Letter  Download Communications Director Letter 

 

You can find the show and subscribe using Apple podcasts, Spotify, iHeartRadio, Google 

Podcasts, YouTube, and most other places you get podcasts.  To submit questions for upcoming 

guests or suggest a topic or guest for a future episode, email the show at 

FriendsRomansIowans@gmail.com.   

 

Spiritual & Religious Development in Neurodivergent Children & Adolescents Webinar 

from Boston College: 

 

At least 20% of young people are neurodivergent, 

diagnosed with a neurodevelopmental disability 

such as autism or developmental dyslexia.  While 

religion and spirituality are infused in cultures the 

world over, spiritual and religious development in 

this diverse population have been without 

substantive attention in research and practice.  

This talk brings together theology, social work, 

education, psychology, and neuroscience to 

extend our understanding of and attention to the 

spiritual and religious experiences of these young 

people and their families. 

 

Sponsored by STM, Boston College School of Social Work, and generously supported by the 

Pyne Endowment Trust in Memory of Professor Margaret E. Pyne, a lifelong advocate for 

persons with disabilities 

 

Free of charge, Register Here 

 

PYNE LECTURE ON MINISTRY WITH PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

Spiritual and Religious Development in Neurodivergent Children and Adolescents 

https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-social-media.docx
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-social-media-spanish.docx
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-parish-resource-guide.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-bulletin-insert-bilingual.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-bullentin-announcements-english.doc
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-bulletin-announcements-spanish.doc
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-parish-appeal-bilingual.doc
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-speakers-guide.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-speakers-guide-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-prayer-card-english.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-prayer-card-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-sample-bishops-letter-english.doc
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-sample-bishops-letter-spanish.doc
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-dd-letter.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/collection/upload/cchd-2020-communications-letter.pdf
mailto:friendsromansiowans@gmail.com?subject=Question%20or%20Suggestion%20for%20the%20Show
https://bccte.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qLyKo5s1QyuGBH1IJYAVCw


Thursday, November 5, 5:00-6:00 p.m. CST 

Presenter: Jessica M. Black, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Director, The Cell to Society Lab, 

Boston College School of Social Work 

 

If you have questions relating to any of this, please don't hesitate to be in contact with Patty 

Origer. 

 

October Important Dates: 

 October 23 – Saint John of Capistrano, priest 

 October 28 – Saints Simon & Jude, apostles 

 November 1 – All Saints Day 

 November 1-7 – Vocations Awareness Week (see top story) 

 November 2 – All Souls Day 

 November 11 – Veterans Day (prayer for deceased veterans) 

 November 15 – Pregnancy & Infant Loss Awareness Day/World Day of the Poor 

 November 17 – Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 

 November 21 – Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 November 22 – Solemnity of Christ the King/Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development 

 November 23 – Saint Clement of Rome 

 November 26 – Thanksgiving Day (Thanksgiving Prayer) 

 November 29 – First Sunday of Advent (Blessing of Advent Wreath) 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

 

mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/prayer-for-deceased-veterans/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath/

